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dangerous opponents, the young men of National Socialism,
laid by the heel, chained up as a house-dog to snap at the
Marxist rebels and so keep clear the path for a thoroughly
reactionary solution of the crisis. Meanwhile the Brown Shirt
leaders, thrust into the background with only minor parts at
that Potsdam festival, ground their teeth and swore to drive
their reactionary rivals out of every position and achieve their
own dominance and revolution.
It seems probable, nevertheless, that the National Socialists
entered into their deal with the monarchists in 1933 not only
with a definite purpose but with their eyes open to the risks
they were running,  determining,  however,  to seize every
opportunity the alliance brought them; the reactionaries, on
the other hand, and the army seem to have been blind to the
risks of their association with their incalculable partner.  In
the autumn of 1933 it became evident that the National
Socialist movement was losing none of its mass support through
its revolutionary course, but, on the contrary, had begun to
strike root very effectively for that very reason; it was too late,
however, to counter it without a great deal of bloodshed. The
party was firmly entrenched in the positions it had occupied,
and had fortified them as the basis of its own power.   An
army commander to whom I expressed my concern in that
autumn replied that if the German people were ready to put
up with, the treatment they were getting, there was nothing
that could be done. With her withdrawal from the League of
Nations, Germany had, moreover, entered a zone of very serious
dangers. The most urgent task was to pass through it as quickly
as possible and to arm in the shortest possible time. It was no
time for internal dissension.   Had there been any disorders,
the army would undoubtedly have been ready to intervene;
but it felt no call to act on its own initiative. It had no concern
for its own existence; it knew that it was strong enough to
prevent   revolutionism   and   subversive   propaganda   from